STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
157 HOSPITAL STREET
93 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333.0093

JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI : PATRICK K. MCGOWAN
GOVERNOR

COMMISSIONER

January 4, 2005

Gil A. Paquette

Project Manager

TRC

125 John Roberts Rd, Unity 14
South Portland, ME 04106

Re: Rare and exemplary botanical features, Bangor Hydro-Electric Company’s
proposed Northeast Reliability Interconnect Project.

Dear Mr. Paquette:

| have searched the Natural Areas Program’s Biological and Conservation Data
System files in response to your request of December 20, 2004 for information
on the presence of rare or unique botanical features documented from the wcmnty
of the project site in Hancock, Penobscot, and Washington Counties, Maine.
Rare and unique botanical features include the habitat of rare, threatened or

- endangered plant species and unique or exemplary natural communities. Our
review involves examining maps, manual and computerized records, other
sources of information such as scientific articles or published references, and the
personal knowledge of staff or cooperating experts.

Our official response covers only botanical features. For authoritative information
and official response for zoological features you must make a similar request to

the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 284 State Street,
Augusta, Maine 04333.

According to the information currently in our Biological and Conservation Data
System files, there is a population of Potamogeton confervoides (Alga-like
Pondweed), near the project site in the township of T35 MD. There are also four
community types near the project site, and they include a Domed Bog Ecosystem
located in T32 MD, a Kettlehole Bog-pond Ecosystem located in T32 MD, a Low
Sedge-Buckbean Fen Lawn located in Baileyville, and a Raised Level Bog
Ecosystem located in Baileyville. We strongly recommend that you have a
qualified botanist flag off the population/communities so that any construction

impacts can be limited. Someone from the Natural Areas Program staff can be
hired for a fee to do a field survey of this site.

. :
MAINE NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM (Sl PHONE: (207) 287-8044
Motirry DOCHERTY, DIRECTOR A FAX: (207) 287-8040

r'mNTEn:;v RECYULED FAPER TTY: (207) 287-2213



If someone is hired to conduct a field survey of the project area, please referto -
the enclosed supplemental information regarding rare and exemplary botanical
features documented to occur in the vicinity of the project site. The list may
include information on features that have been known to occur historically in the
area as well as recently field-verified information. While historic records have not
‘been documented in several years, they may persist in the area if suitable habitat
exists. The enclosed list identifies features with potential to occur in the area,
and it should be considered if you choose to conduct field surveys.

This finding is available and appropriate for preparation and review of
environmental assessments, but it is not a substitute for on-site surveys.
Comprehensive field surveys do not exist for all natural areas in Maine, and in
the absence of a specific field investigation, the Maine Natural Areas Program

cannot provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of unusual
natural features at this site. '

The Natural Areas Program is continuously working to achieve a more
comprehensive database of exemplary natural features in Maine. We would
appreciate the contribution of any information obtained should you decide to do
field work. The Natural Areas Program welcomes coordination with individuals or
organizations proposing environmental alteration, or conducting environmental
assessments. If, however, data provided by the Natural Areas Program are to be

published in any form, the Program should be informed at the outset and credited
as the source.

The Natural Areas Program has instituted a fee structure 6f $75.00 an hour to

recover the actual cost of processing your request for information.” You will
receive an invoice for $75.00 for our services.

Thank you for using the Natural Areas Program in the environmental review
process. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions

about the Natural Areas Program or about rare or unique botanical features on
this site.

Sincerely, - PR
“74)7%5%7\00/%2&/

Toni Bingel Pied

GIS Specialist/Assistant Ecologist

93 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0093

207-287-8044
toni.bingel@maine.gov

Enclosures
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STATE RARITY RANKS

5 Critically mperﬂed in Maine because of exireme rarity (ﬁve or. fewer oCouTences or very few: remalmng
ndividuals or acres) or because some aspect of its biology makes it especially vulnerable to exdirpation
from the State of Maine.

S2

imperiled in Maine because of rarity (6-20 occurrences or few remaining mdmduais or acres) or because of
- other factors making it vulnerable to further decline;

$3 - Rare in Maine (on the order of 20-100 occurren,ces)

. 54 Apperently secure in Maine. ) . .

S5 Demonstrably secure in Maine. | ’

SH Occurred historically in Maine, and could be rediscovered; not known fo have been exhrpated

su Possibly in peril in Maine, but stefus uncertain; need more information.

-8X Apparenﬂy exfirpafed in Mame {historically occurring species for which habitat no longer exists in Méne).

-N_ete: S‘tate Ranks determined by the Mame Natural Areas Program
' GLOBAL RARITY RANKS

61  Ciifically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (five of fewer océurrences or very fow remaining

. individuals or agres) or because some aspect of its blology makes lf especially VLﬂnerabie to exﬁrpatlon
.- from the State of Maine. * -

Glebally imperited because of rarity (6-20 Gcourrences or few remalmng lndl\nduals or acres) or because of
cther fasiors making it vulnerable fo further dedline:

G3 Globally rare (on the order of 20-100 occlirefices).

G4  Apparénifly secure globally.

G5 . Demonstrably secure globally.

Note: ~Global Ranks are determined by The Nature Cansérvancy. :
© T irdicates subspec&es rank, Q indicates questionable rank, HYB mcﬂcates hybnd species. N

STATE LEGAL STATUS

'Nota: Stite legal status i§ aceording to 5 M. RS.A. § 13076-13079, whrch miandates the Depariment:- uf
Consenvationto produce and biennialty update the official list of Maine's endangered and threatened planits, The fist
is derived by a technical advisory committee of botanists who use da’ta in the Natural Areas Program s database to

" recormrnend statlis changes to the Department of Conservation.

E. .ENDANGERED' Rare and in danger of being los’t from the staie n the foreseeab!e future, or federaﬁy hsted
- as Erndangered.

T THREATENED; Rare and, with further decline, coulld become endangered or federally fisted as
Threatened .

SG SPE‘GIAL GONCERN; Raré in Maine, based on avallable information, but not suﬂicienﬂy rare to be
- considered Thre:zltened or Endangered.

PE POSSIBLY EXTIRPATED Not known to currently exist in Mame not field-verified (or documented) in
Maine over the past 20 years. '

s

FEDERAL STATUS
LE  Listed as Endangeréd at the nafional level.

LT  Listed as Threatened at the national Iével.

Péas'e' note fhat species names follow Flora of Maine: A Manual for Ideniification of Nafive and Naturalized Vascular Plarts
" of Maine, Arthur Haines and Thoemas F. Vining, 1898, V.F. Thomas Co., 218 Dead River Road Bowdoin, ME 04287.

Where eyiiries appearl” as binomiials, all reprasentaiives (subspecies and vaneues) of the spwles are-rare in Maine; where
TEmEs 2ppeat | as trinomials, only that pariicular variely or subspagcies is rare n Mains, not the species as a whole.

Visit our web siie for mors information on rarg, threatenad and endangsrad species!
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TRC

Customer-Focused Solutions

December 20, 2004 005.0003.0100/2.0

Ms. Emily Pinkham VIA FEDEX PRIORITY
Maine Natural Areas Program _ ' 207-287-8044

157 Hospital Street
State House Station #93
Augusta, ME 04333

Subject:  Imnformation Request for Bangor Hydro-Electric Company’s Proposed
Northeast Reliability Interconnect Project

Dear Ms. Pinkham:

TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) and Devine Tarbell & Associates, Inc. (DTA) are
currently assisting Bangor Hydro-Electric Company (BHE) in preparing state permit applications
for BHE’s proposed Northeast Reliability Interconnect project (NRI). The NRI is a proposed
345,000 volt (345 kilovolt [kV]) electric transmission line that will run from an existing
substation in Orrington, Maine (Orrington Substation) to the U.S./Canadian border at Baileyville,
Maine. The proposed transmission line and modifications to the Orrington Substation will

provide a second interconnect between the two existing bulk electric transmission systems in
New England and New Brunswick.

The NRI will require modifications to the existing Orrington Substation and construction of
approximately 85 miles of new transmission line in Maine. Specifically, this new transmission
line would originate from the existing Orrington Substation and would parallel and be
immediately adjacent to the existing Maine Electric Power Company (MEPCO) transmission
line and/or the Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C. natural gas pipeline (M&N pipeline)
from the Orrington Substation, north to. a point near Blackman Stream in Bradley for
approximately 12 miles (new right-of-way [ROW] width ranges from 100' to 125'). At this
point, the route would tum easterly/northeasterly passing through land owned and managed for
commercial forest products for a distance of approximately 13.6 miles to a point where the route
would join the Stud Mill Road (a privately owned timber haul road) east of Sunkhaze Stream in
Myra (T32 MD) (new ROW width of 170"). From this point, the route runs northeasterly and is
generally co-located with the Stud Mill Road and/or the M&N pipeline (new ROW width of 135'
to 155') for the remaining approximately 59 miles where the route would cross the international
border in Baileyville, Maine and would connect with a yet to be constructed, but permitted New
Brunswick Power Corporation (NB Power) line to Point Lepreau, New Brunswick. The entire
proposed route is shown on the attached USGS quadrangle excerpts.

125 John Roberts Road, Unit 14 ¢ South Portlond, Maine 04106
Telephone 207-772-3333 « Fax 207-772-3434



Ms. Emily Pinkham
December 20, 2004
Page 2

Because most of the proposed project is within or adjacent to the survey corridor investigated by
BHE during previous permitting efforts associated with this project, a great deal of information
regarding natural resources in the proposed construction areas has already been provided by you
and other regulatory agencies. To facilitate your review effort for this new project, the enclosed
project location maps summarize the natural resource information obtained from you and other
regulatory agencies and from field surveys. We would appreciate it if you would review these
- maps and provide updated information regarding the locations of state-listed threatened and
endangered plant species, unique areas and natural communities, and natural resource concems,
comments on the information we already have, or confirmation of the accuracy and completeness
of our existing data. Your information will be incorporated into state and federal permit
applications associated with the project and will also help form the basis for any mitigative
measures that may be necessary during or after construction.

We would appreciate receiving your comments within approximately 30 days. Should you have

any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (207) 879-
1930.

Sincerely,

TRC ENVIRONMENTAL CORPORATION

L4y >
CaLd {Zfr“

G11 A. Paquette
Project Manager

GAP/kh
Enclosure

cc: R. McAdam, Emera (w/o attachment)
S. Sloan, BHE (w/o attachment)
]. Browne, Verrill Dana, LLP (w/o attachment)
L. Ballesteros, BHE (w/o attachment)
S. Beyer, MDEP
J. Clement, USACE
1. Pell, DOE
B. Vinokour, Argonne National Laboratory
S. Timpano, IF&W (w/o attachment)
G. Russell, USFWS (w/o attachment)
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TRC Environmental Corporation :
400 Southborough Drive

South Portland, ME 04106

Voice: (207) 879-1930

Fax: (207) 879-9293
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ATTENDEES:

SUBJECT:
NOTES BY:

CC:

Customer-Focused Solutions

MEETING MINUTES

February 7, 2005; 1:00 PM
NAP Office Augusta, Maine

Gil Paquette (TRC Solutions)
Steve Sloan (BHE)

Art Gilman (Countryman)
Andy Cutko (MNAP)

Toni Pied (MNAP)

Northeast Reliability Interconnect — Natural Communities and Rare Plants
Gil A. Paquette

J. Pell (DOE)
Stacie Beyer (DEP)

» Gil provided a summary of the project including the project alignment, ROW width,

' permitting schedule, and an overview of the rare plant and natural community
methodology and field work. Gil explained the efforts of earlier surveys conducted for
this project and for the Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline. Gil stated that Art had been
involved on all of the surveys.

e Art explained the result of his surveys

Sawtelle Heath — Art explained the history of the pipeline surveys and the
realignment of the proposed pipeline based on his findings to the south of
the existing pipeline. Basically the pipeline was rerouted to the north to
avoid a large pocket of rare plants. Along the proposed transmission line
route (north of the pipeline) Art found showy lady slipper and Carex
vaginatta. Art explained that although no surveys were conducted to the
north of the proposed transmission line the plants will likely extend
beyond to the north and a reroute in that direction would likely not result
in avoidance. Andy stated that Carex vaginata was going to be down
listed as a result of a number of populations being recently discovered.
Andy asked about the area growing into a fir thicket after construction and
crowding-out the ladyslippers. Art said that was highly unlikely because it
is a cedar area. Gil explained the proposed mitigation included winter



construction with six inches of snow on the ground, no herbicide treatment
after construction, and that vegetation would be selectively cut in the area
to leave as much cedar as possible. Art explained that the transmission
line did not cross the mapped natural communities depicted on the GIS
database received from the NAP. Andy was fine with this and fine with
the proposed mitigation.

e Township 21- In 1989, Art had discovered a rare plant (white adder’s-
mouth ,Malaxis brachypoda) during earlier surveys for the project. The
area has since been logged and Art could not find the plant during more
recent surveys in 1997, 1998, and 2003, although he knew exactly where .
to search.

e Burnt Land Lake — Art found a stand of red pine that appeared to fit the
NAP’s definition of a Red Pine Woodland. Andy explained that a Red
Pine Woodland is typically sustained through burning and that this area
was a Red Pine White Pine Forest which is classified as S4 [as opposed to
the rare S3 classification of a Red Pine Woodland]. Andy explained that
given the S4 status NAP was not concerned about the impacts. Andy
added that there is a Blueberry Lichen Barren near this area that is
classified as S2 but NAP is not concerned as the transmission line
maintenance will help maintain this community’s characteristics.

¢ Allen Brook — During the M&N project Art transplanted algae-like
pondweed as a form of mitigation. Art surveyed this area and found a
number of plants on the upstream side of the pipeline crossing. The plant
was not found on the north side of the Stud mill road where the proposed
transmission line is located. Gil explained that there would be no in-
stream work and that herbicides would not be used within 25 feet of the
tops of banks of the brook. Andy was satisfied that there would be no
impacts. ' '

¢ Horseback and Birch Stream Bog Area — Art explained that he did not find
the mapped community along the proposed transmission line ROW. Andy
was fine with the results of the survey of this area.

¢ Andy explained that he was comfortable with the surveys and proposed mitigation, and
requested three overall management commitments:
¢ Use of only winter harvesting/clearing in sensitive areas;
e No herbicides in sensitive areas; and
¢ Minimization of impact with alignment and design.

e Andy asked about a monitoring plan for the lady slippers. [Since the meeting, BHE
committed to conducting monitoring at 3 and 5 years after construction.]. Gil will
provide the GPS coordinates of the rare plants.
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